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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. 

Dependent claims 1 , 9,14 & 22, recite the limitation "the processing" in line 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Fix all antecedent limitation I 
all claims if any. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention, was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-20 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kawashima et al (hereinafter Kawashima - US 2002/0188560) in 
view of Hitachi LTD [hereinafter - Hita JP2001 147956A]. 
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Re. Claim 22, Kawashima discloses receiving trade execution information, the trade 
execution information indicative of an executed trade by a first trading party 
(buyer/seller) [Kawashima - paragraph (para.) 87-91; 149-]; 

receiving trade allocation information, the trade allocation information indicative of 
an ordered trade by a second trading party (seller/buyer) [Kawashima - paragraph 
(para.) 87-91]; 

comparing the trade execution information with the trade allocation information, 
and determining that a match exists if the trade execution information and the trade 
allocation information correlate within a set of predefined acceptable trade parameters 
[Kawashima para. 93; 149-152; claim 8]; 

extracting allocation level details from the trade allocation information; and 
extracting contract level details from the trade execution information if the contract level 
details comprise a part of the trade execution information, and prorating the contract 
level details based upon the allocation level details if the contract level details do not 
comprise a part of the trade execution information [Kawashima Figures 4, 9-10; para. 5- 
6; 52-61 (detail allocations); 152-154]; 

matching contract level details (payment information, etc) indicative of the 
executed trade by the first trading party with allocation level details indicative of the 
ordered trade by the second trading party [93; 149-152; claim 8]; and 

Kawashima does not explicitly disclose 

creating contract notes based upon the matched contract level details and 
allocation level details. 
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However, Hita discloses creating contract notes (netting information is generated 
based on master contract) based upon the matched contract level details and allocation 
level details [see 2 pages]. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of Kawashima 
and include creating contract notes, as disclosed by Hita, to provide an efficient and 
quick netting process for control and generating netting information (contract notes) 
based on master contracts. 

Re. Claims 23-24, Kawashima discloses wherein at least a portion of the contract level 
details are prorated proportionally and wherein at least a portion of the contract level 
details are prorated on an equal basis [para 22-23; 82 see how much to whom and 
different sets of payments are the broadest interpretation which covers every way the 
participants want to settle the payments]. 

Re. Claim 25, Kawashima discloses further comprising the step of providing a database 
of trading party profiles, the database of trading party profiles having stored thereon a 
trading party profile for the first trading party which comprises an indication of proration 
rules, and wherein the contract level details are prorated either proportionally or on an 
equal basis depending upon proration the rules [para. 132; 140-152 - see criteria for 
each set]. 
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Re. Claims 1,9, and 14-16, claims 1, 9, and 14-16 include similar limitations as claim 
25, therefore claims 1, 9, and 14-16 are rejected over Kawashima in view of Hita and 
same rational as claim 22. 

Re. Claims 2-6, 10-11, 17-19 claims 2-6, 10-11, 17-19 include substantially similar 
limitations as claims 23-24, therefore claims 2-6, 10-11, 17-19 are rejected over 
Kawashima in view of Hita and same rational as claims 23-24. 
Re. Claims 7, 12 & 20, claims 7, 12 & 20 include substantially similar limitations as 
claims 25, therefore claims 7, 12 & 20 are rejected over Kawashima in view of Hita and 
same rational as claim 25. 

Claims 8, 13, 21 & 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawashima and Hita as applied to claims 1, 4, 7, 9, 12, 14, 17, 20, 22, 25 above, and 
further in view of May (US 6,317,727). 

Re. Claim 26, Kawashima or Hita does not explicitly disclose further comprising the step 
of allowing the first trading party to access, modify and confirm the trading party profile. 
However, May discloses this feature [col. 2 lines 46-65; col. 5 lines 49-62; col. 40 lines 
22-26]. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of Kawashima and Hita and 
include further comprising the step of allowing the first trading party to access, modify 
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and confirm the trading party profile, as disclosed by May, to allow the counterparties to 
accept each other for particular transaction. 

Re. Claims 8, 13 & 21, claims 8, 13 & 21 include substantially similar limitations as 
claims 26, therefore claim 8, 13 & 21 are rejected over Kawashima in view of Hita and 
same rational as claim 26. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CFR '1.111 (c) to consider the references 
fully when responding to this action. 

US 6,532,465 (Hartley , et al. ) "Operational system for operating on client 
defined rules" discloses a revenue management engine, which provides business 
functionality including remittance management, revenue recognition, earned and 
unearned income management, and delinquency in connection with distribution of 
revenue. The revenue management system also interacts with the primary data store 
through the data services to retrieve billing information and persistent account 
information, and with the data stored distribution rules prioritization of applied payment 
rules, account transition rules, and adjustment rules . 



Application/Control Number: 09/930,920 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3693 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James A. Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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